American Legion Post 80
1019 Pennsylvania Ave., St. Cloud, FL 34769

407-892-8808

Commander’s Newsletter
Hi Everyone!
I would like to extend my gratitude to those who
volunteer their time and support Post 80 on a regular
basis. This is a busy time of year and I ask that you
continue to support SAL, Riders, Auxiliary, and general
members of Post 80. It is during the Holiday season
when we need everyone to pitch in so our community
efforts are successful. Remember, we are family, we
couldn’t succeed if it wasn’t for your hard work and
dedication. We thank you for supporting all our
veterans and their families, Military children, Special
Olympics, and local community.
I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving
God Bless America,
Greg Duvivier
Commander, Post 80
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Chaplain’s Corner
Greetings fellow Veterans:
“In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thess 5:18) Wow, this scripture
tells us to give thanks in ALL things, not just the things
that are pleasant and pleasing, but also the things that
are difficult and demanding. How does one do that you
might ask? The answer is simple, but not easy to do.
One needs to trust in the Lord with All you heart and
not depend upon you own understanding according to
Proverbs 3:5. Being a thankful person in All things is
doing the will of God. This is seldom easy, but life is not
easy and life is not fair. God is sovereign and in control
of ALL things. He is able to cause All things to work
together for good for those who love Him and are
called according to His purpose as stated in Romans
8:28.
In the spirit of Thanksgiving, let each of us live out the
will of God by giving thanks with a grateful heart in ALL
things.
God Bless you. SDG
For God and Country,

Dave Nigh
Chaplain, Post 80
407-922-2409

Application for Donation enclosed
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American Legion Riders
Greetings Riders,
Hope everyone enjoyed their Early Bird dinner and thanks for paying your dues early.
Please remember we need a copy of your driver’s license, Motorcycle registration and insurance
coverage to update our records. Please make copy of each item on separate sheets of paper.
November means cooler temperatures, the American Legion Fall Conference, the Veterans Day Parade,
and Thanking. In addition, please remember the 6th District meeting on November 1818 at Post 286.
Everyone is encouraged to attend and get the latest information on what’s happening around the
district.
Important Dates and Events:
Nov 2-5
Nov 11
Nov 18
Dec 2

Fall Conference
Veterans Day Parade in Downtown Kissimmee. Meet at the Post at 8:00am in dress
uniform. KSU at 8:15am.
6th District meeting Post 286, Orlando. 11am with lunch to follow.
Saint Cloud Christmas/Holiday Parade (more info to follow)
Rider’s Roadkill 7pm

In Support of the American Legion Family,
Chris (Ace) Falkowski
Director, ALR Chapter 80

November is Military Family Month

Saturday, November 11th
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Sons of the American Legion (SAL)
Hello All Members,
At this time, Dennis Kirsch is the interim Sons of the American Legion (SAL) Commander due to George
Campbell’s recent injury and hospitalization. We wish George a speedy recovery. Please keep him in your
thoughts and prayers.
Many thanks to all who participated in October’s “Show Me the Money” (SMTM) Special thanks from us to
Becky Mills of Auxiliary Unit 80 for cooking our dinner. Thank you for the SAL members who worked the
event. A special thanks to the SMTM participants.
November Show Me the Money will be held on November 18. Participants are encouraged to bring toys for
the Special Olympics Christmas Party. These toys need to be for Special Olympians from ages 10-50
years old. The toys will net each person 1 Free Card with a Paid Card at SMTM. We appreciate
everyone's generosity.
th

The next SAL meeting will take place on November 13 . All SAL members are encourage to attend.
th
th
The 6 District meeting will be held on December 9 at Post 80. Registration is at 8:00am with meeting
starting at 9:00am. We need all hands on deck for this meeting.
Coming up for the remaining portion of the year, a cookout for the community will be held on Halloween
st
th
(Oct 31 ) with hamburgers and hotdogs on the menu. On Veterans Day, Nov 11 , we will hold another
Cookout for the community. All veterans will receive a free meal.
th

The date and time for the Special Olympics Christmas Party is December 10 at 12:00pm. We appreciate
all new, unwrapped toys and donations for the Special Olympians. Date for the Wrapping Party will be
announced.
We hope all SAL Members will participate in SAL events. We also hope that our SAL members come out
to support Squadron 80.
In Service to our Veterans,
Dennis Kirsch
Interim Commander
Sons of the American Legion, Squadron 80

We Need Your Help Finding Active Duty Troops!
One of our main Programs is sending Troop Boxes full of supplies and reminders of home to our troops
serving overseas. If you know someone serving overseas, please share their name and address with us and
we will send them Troop Boxes!
Your Name and Phone Number ______________________________________________________
Name and Address of Military Member _______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Date this address will be good through (if known): ______________________________
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Unit 80 Auxiliary Chaplain’s Report

Hello to all Auxiliary Members,

Greetings

I want to thank you all for stepping up and supporting
our programs, Veterans, our children in Youth, the
military children, and our community. We are family at
the American Legion Post 80, we help to support all and
I thank you for that from my heart.

This month’s message is Gratitude

I want to thank all my Auxiliary members that came to
our School of Instruction on Saturday October 14, 2017
where we learned about all our programs. Big thank you
to everyone that helped with our Early Bird Dinner
Saturday October, 14. It was a huge success because
we are family.
Upcoming events for the Auxiliary includes our next
monthly meeting on Thursday November 2 at 7pm. Fall
Conference meeting is November 3rd-5th at the
Renaissance SeaWorld in Orlando, hope to see you all
there to learn about our great organization. Our
Parrothead Party is on November 17, 2017 from 511pm. There will be a Parrothead hat contest along with
raffles, prizes, and dancing. Big thank you to Beck Mills
and everyone helping her to make it a huge success for
our Auxiliary Emergency Fund Program. I hope to see
you all there, it’s going to be a lot of fun.
Kissimmee is having this year’s Veterans Parade, so if
anyone wants to walk, please let me know.
Keep bringing in school supplies for our local schools
and the Veteran children in our community as well as
Box Tops for Education.
Again, I just want to thank everyone for all their help in
supporting me as your Unit President. I love you all!
Sincerely,
Paula Fox
Unit 80 President

In Memory Of …
November 2017-2018
Mary Magee in memory of Murray Ritcey
February 2017-2018
Joan Spears in memory of Jim Wallace
February 2016-2017
James & Anna Hair in memory of “Boots” Westmoreland
Memorials are $10 per year. There is room for yours here.

Gratitude is the art of being Thankful for all that we
have and experience in our life. Thankful, not just for
personal possessions, but for our family and friends,
strangers we encounter, our community, and the people
who surround us on a daily basis. Being thankful for
everything includes the hardships and challenging
moments we encounter in every day life. Having
gratitude for the “problems & difficulties” teaches us
how to move forward with God in our lives. With
thankfulness, we hold the lessons from God close to
our hearts.
Our generation seems driven by a desire for more,
better, bigger, and faster. It seems, when we begin to
feel satisfied, we find ourselves bored and disillusioned.
The problem is not that things are so bad, but we have
lost the gift of gratitude. Gratitude for God’s gifts in all
aspects of our lives helps us to appreciate and cultivate
the beauty that God has presented right in front of us at
this very moment without the desire of ‘more’.
Thankfulness should be a way of life that naturally flows
from our hearts and mouths.
In what way can you express your gratitude to God
today? How can you show your family and
community your thankfulness?

God Bless you and our country,
Gail Brunelle
Chaplain
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Membership
As of 10/17/2017, we have had 184 members new/renew membership for the 20172018 year, putting us at 62%. We are now only need 112 more member ship
new/renewals to reach 100%. Thank you to those that have already renewed.
The winners of the $100 gift cards from our Early Bird drawings are:
Post

Dave Nigh

Auxiliary

Theresa McLaughlin

Sons of AL

Leonard Arch

National has started mailing out renewal notices, if you received a notice and have
already paid your 2018 dues, PLEASE DISREGARD THE RENEWAL NOTICE. These
notices were printed and mailed via bulk mail prior to your renewal.

Charlotte Bass
Unit 80 Membership Chairmen

WreathsAcrossAmerica.org
In 2007, the Worcester family, along with veterans, and others who had helped with
their annual Christmas wreath ceremony in Arlington, formed Wreaths Across
America™, to continue and expand this effort, and support other groups around the
country who wanted to do the same. This nonprofit organization continues the
Arlington tradition as part of its mission to Remember, Honor and teach.
In 2016, Wreaths Across America and our national network of volunteers laid over
1,204,000 memorial wreaths at nearly 1200 locations in the United States and beyond.
We accomplished this with help from over 2800 fundraising groups, many corporate
contributions, and donations of trucking, shipping, and thousands of helping hands. Our
annual pilgrimage from Harrington, Maine to Arlington National Cemetery is known as
the world’s largest veteran’s parade, stopping at schools, monuments, veteran’s homes
and communities all along the way to remind people how important it is to remember,
honor and teach.
Proceeds place a wreath at one of the participating cemeteries; help support our
fundraising partners, educational and veteran’s services outreach. Please note that all
sponsorships are sent directly to the location and no wreaths are sent to the individuals
purchasing sponsorships.
We welcome all to join us at any Wreaths Across America ceremony. If you would like to
participate or help bring sponsored wreaths to your local community, please contact us
and we will help connect you with other groups already working in your area.
Schedule of Events
Sunday, December 10, 2017
Start of World’s Longest Veterans Parade from Maine to Arlington National Cemetery
and participating locations

Monday, December 11, 2017
State House wreath-laying ceremonies in all 50 States and Puerto Rico

Saturday December 16, 2017
Please check with your local location leader for start times.
Simultaneous wreath-laying ceremonies at over 1100 locations all across the country
and beyond.
For more information visit www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org, or call 877385-9504.
You can also email info@wreathsacrossamerica.org
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Our Civic Hall is Available for Rent for Parties,
Meetings or Events of Any Kind!
Contact Lady George at the Post
at (407) 892-8808

American Legion Post 80

