
American Legion Post 80

Commander’s Newsletter

Hi Everyone!

We have another busy month coming up. Veterans 
Day is November 11th please take the time to 
celebrate and remember our Veterans. 

On November 10th the St Cloud High School ROTC 
will be having a Veterans Day Ceremony. Report to 
the Administration Office by 10:15 AM to attend 
and enjoy lunch. Contact LTC Tom Donnelly at the 
St Cloud High School Phone # 407-319-5087.                                                                                      

The Veterans Day parade is November 12th We are 
in need of a few members to honor our veterans 
and carry flags in the parade. 

Thanksgiving dinner for the Transition House 
residents will be on Thanksgiving Day. 

For God and Country,
Gary Nelson
Commander, Post 80
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Chaplain’s Corner

Greeting Fellow Veterans,
November is a very busy month, Election Day, 
Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, Black Friday, just 
to name a few. I believe that every day should be a 
Thanksgiving Day for every one of us, not just the 
4th Thursday of November. The Bible is very clear 
about giving thanks to God. “ In everything give 
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you “ (I Thess. 5:18). It is God’s will that we would 
be grateful and thankful people no matter how 
much we have or do not have. Everything we have 
and everything we own came from God and 
belongs to God, very simply God owns all things, 
He is the creator. “ The earth is the LORD”S, and all 
its fullness, the world and those who dwell there 
in” (Psalm 24:1). Our value or worth is not 
determined by the side of our bank account, or the 
amount of possessions we have. Our value consists 
in the fact that we are created in the image and 
likeness of God and have been placed on this earth 
to glorify HIM. We can start by giving thanks in all 

things.

God Bless you. SDG
For God and Country,

Dave Nigh
Chaplain, Post 80
407-922-2409

We would like to thank SAL member Michael Wall 
for the hard work he did to help out a senior citizen, 
Martha Swagger, life time Post 80 member. Martha 

needed help cutting down a huge tree that was 
struck by lightening. Michael not only cut the tree,  
he cleaned up the entire area for Martha.  It would 
be nice if we had more volunteers like Michael Wall 

to help our senior citizens. 

Sincerely,
Lynn & Don Gray

Note of Appreciation and Gratitude…..
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Sons of the American Legion (SAL)

Mark your calendars - November’s SMTM will be held on 
November 12th.  The gift exchange for a ‘free’ card applies 
to the November SMTM as well.

Our annual Special Olympics Christmas Party is coming up 
as December will be here before we all know it!  Stay 
tuned for more information on this special event. 

We hope all SAL Members will avail themselves of the 
events coming up as well as the opportunities to 
volunteer! 

In Support of our Veterans,
Mike Wilson
Commander

American Legion Riders

November 4th is the date to participate in the Veterans In 
the Classroom program at Michigan Avenue Elementary 
School.  Each year we gather at the school with Charlotte 
Bass and Paula Fox and enjoy a brief but uplifting 
assembly with the students.  If available, please report to 
the front desk at 8:00 a.m. and enjoy a cup of coffee and 
a donut before the event.  We will depart at 
approximately 10:00 a.m. to return to our usual 
activities.   

The Auxiliary will hold Roadkill Bingo on November 5th at 
7:00 p.m.  Please come out and support them as they 
support us

On November 10th the St. Cloud High School JROTC will 
hold a Veterans Day Ceremony at the High School during 
the lunch period.  The JROTC staff and cadets have 
invited the American Legion Post and Riders to attend.  If 
you are available on Thursday, Nov. 10, please wear your 
dress uniform and report to the Administration Office by 
10:15 a.m.  After the brief ceremony, attendees will be 
treated to lunch at the school.  

The Annual Veterans Day Parade will be held in St. Cloud 
this year on Saturday, November 12th.  Meet at the 
corner of Lakeshore and Pennsylvania at 8:00 a.m.  
Please wear your dress uniform – black pants, boots, 
white shirt, and vest.  Per the Letter of Instruction, the 
route will be the same as the Christmas Parade.  Past 
Director Rick Arreola will be lead/road captain on this 
event.   

Also on November 12th the 6th District will be holding the 
ALR District Meeting at Post 35 in Mt. Dora.  I will be 
attending that meeting.  I know the Riders will represent 
the Chapter well at the Veterans Day Parade!

Saturday, November 19th is our HOLIDAY TAG SALE!  If 
you or someone you know would like to reserve at table 
the cost is $20.00.  Sellers retain all profits.  Advertising 
has already begun and will continue until the date.  The 
outdoor banner has been ordered.  Hours are 8:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m.  Set-up starting at 7:30 a.m.  Stop in and find 
that perfect stocking stuffer Christmas gift.  

The American Legion Family will host Thanksgiving 
Dinner for the Transition House homeless vets, both 
male and female, on Thursday, November 24th.  
Volunteers are needed to help out starting at 9:00 a.m. 
Shifts are available, so you can still spend time with 
family and friends.  The dinner will be served at Noon, 
but help with dinner preparation and clean-up is needed.  
Contact me at 407-301-3153 for further details.

There will be NO Group Training Ride in November due 
to our busy schedule and the holiday.

Volunteers are still needed to help decorate the 
Veterans Day Parade Float.  Please contact me at 407-
301-3153 for more information.

In Support of the American Legion Family 
Ride safe and proud! 

Chris (Ace) Falkowski
Director, ALR Chapter 80

November is Military Family 
Month! 
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Unit 80 Auxiliary

Hi Ladies 
We will be helping the post with the Thanksgiving 
dinner for Transition House. I would like to thank 
all that will be volunteering to help cook and 
serve on November 24. 

Fall convention is November 18th through the 20th  

at the Hilton Walt Disney Word so please take the 
time to attend, you might be suppressed.

On November 19th the riders will be holding their 
Tag Sale come out and see all the goodies. 

We will be helping wrap the presents for the 
Special Olympics Christmas Party. I will let 
everyone know time and date in December.

Your President,
Betty Nelson

Unit 80 AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN’S REPORT

Happy Thanksgiving to all

It is hard to believe the holiday season is here. It will 
be a hectic time for us all from now until the first of 
the New Year. While we are busy spending time with 
family and friends, please take time out to reflect and 
give thanks. We are never be to busy for God!

Please pray for our service men and women who are 
unable to be with their families during the holidays. 
Pray for our country and newly elected President as 
our country enters into a positive and new direction. 

This month on our prayer list we have Anna Hair, Polly 
Weddle, and Beverly Thomas. We pray for them and 
anyone else who needs it. 

The holiday season is and can be a depressing time 
for some. Be kind to one another and take the time to 
help those in need. A smile towards a stranger can 
change a person’s life. 

Thank you for all you do to help make our post an 
effective and successful place of helping our veterans.  

God Bless You, Our Country, and our Troops 

In God We Trust, One Nation Under God!!!!

Becky Adams
Chaplain Unit 80
407-892-8406

We Need Your Help Finding Active Duty Troops!

One of our main Programs is sending Troop Boxes full of supplies and reminders of home to our troops 
serving overseas.  If you know someone serving overseas, please share their name and address with us and 

we will send them Troop Boxes!

Your Name and Phone Number ____________________________________________________

Name and Address of Military Member _____________________________________________

Date this address will be good through (if known):  ____________________________________
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“Navigating The Way For Our Veterans and 

Their Families”

Thank you all who have already renewed your 2017 
membership. We are now at 51.57% renewing 148 
members as of 10/21. 

National has started mailing out their renewals, so if 
you have already paid your 2017 dues, please 
disregard this notice from National.  

If you are not receiving my e-mails, please e-mail 
me at cmbass43@hotmail.com so that I can add you 
to my email list.

Thank you for all that you do.

In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission of the 
American Legion Auxiliary is to support The 
American Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those 
who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, 
military, and their families, both at home and 
abroad. For God and Country, we advocate for 
veterans, educate our citizens, mentor youth, and 
promote patriotism, good citizenship, peace and 
security.

Charlotte Bass
Unit 80 Membership Chairman

December 2015-2016
Dave & Barbara Nigh in memory of Greg, Alban & 
Lawrence Nigh

February 2016-2017
Joan Spears in memory of Jim Wallace

Memorials are $10 per year.  There is room for yours here.

In Memory Of …

Fall Conference is around the corner; the dates 
are November 17th- 19th. It is being held at the 
Hilton Orlando Lake Buena Vista located at 1751 
Hotel Plaza Blvd, Lake Buena Vista, Florida, 32830. 
I will list tentative schedule of events and sessions 
that are being offered at this Conference on Face 
Book.  It is always an exciting and informative 
event.  I will e-mail out any additions or changes 
plus post it on our Facebook and at the Post.

Charlotte Bass
Department Poppy Chairman

November 11, 2016

Our Civic Hall is Available for Rent for 

Parties, Meetings or Events of Any Kind! 

Contact Lady George at the Post 

at (407) 892-8808

mailto:cmbass43@hotmail.com
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The March 1919 Paris Caucus set in motion The American Legion.

The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 
1919 as a patriotic veterans organization. Focusing on 
service to veterans, service members and communities, 
the Legion evolved from a group of war-weary veterans 
of World War I into one of the most influential 
nonprofit groups in the United States. Membership 
swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up 
across the country. Today, membership stands at over 
2.4 million in 14,000 posts worldwide. The posts are 
organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 
states, along with the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
France, Mexico and the Philippines.

Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable 
social change in America, won hundreds of benefits for 
veterans and produced many important programs for 
children and youth. 

Following is a chronology of significant dates in Legion 
history:

1919
March 15-17
Members of the American Expeditionary Force convene 
in Paris for the first American Legion caucus.

May 8-10
St. Louis Caucus. "The American Legion" is adopted as 
the organization's official name. The Legion's draft 
preamble and constitution are approved.

June 9
The National Executive Committee adopts the Legion 
emblem. 

Sept. 16
Congress charters The American Legion. 

Nov. 10-12
First Legion convention convenes in Minneapolis. 
The Constitution and preamble are adopted. 
Delegates vote 361-323 to locate the Legion's 
national headquarters in Indianapolis, instead of 
Washington. A resolution is passed in support of 
Boy Scouts of America. Today, the Legion is the 
chartering agency for more than 1,700 Scouting 
units made up of approximately 64,000 youths.

History of The American Legion

Excerpt from AmericanLegion.org For complete chronology or additional historic reading, go to AmericanLegion.org “archives”



Location ID: ________FL0143______        Fundraising Group ID:  ______FLMPCS__________

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

Cash $: ________________________ Total$: ______________________ Date: 
____________________

Total # Checks: _________________ Reconciled: ____________________

MO $: ________________________

Entered: _______________________

GEN: 

Please note that all sponsorships are sent directly to the location and no wreaths are sent to the individuals purchasing sponsorships.

In Memory of: 

This name will be listed on our online memory wall, please 

provide name, rank, branch of service and state resided

Branch of Service: ______________________________

Rank: _________________________________________

State:__________________________________________

In Honor of:

_________________________________

Please provide email of “In Honor Of” recipient, or mailing 

address so a card can be sent notifying them of your 

sponsorship in their honor. (if you have a specific message 

please write it on the back of this sheet and we will include it.)

Email:___________________________________________

Mailing:__________________________________________

**SORRY- WE CAN NOT TAKE GRAVE SPECIFIC REQUESTS**

Sponsorship Price Quantity Total

Individual= 1 Wreath $15.00 
Mailed "In Honor" card= If you wish to send a mailed honor card telling 
someone of your sponsorship-see "In Honor" section below. *Card will not be 
mailed if the $2 fee is not included.

$2.00 

Family= 4 Wreaths $60.00 

Small Business= 10 Wreaths $150.00 

Corporate= 100 Wreaths $1,500.00 

Grand Total

Please make checks payable to:
Wreaths Across America TMPO Box 249

Columbia Falls, ME 04623
Questions?  Please call 877-385-9504

Thank you for your Sponsorship and joining us in 
our mission to Remember, Honor and Teach!

Name:__________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________________
State:___________________________ 
Zip:_________________________
Phone:_________________________________________________
Email:__________________________________________________
Do we have permission to publicize your name as a sponsor?
___ Yes OR ___ No, I wish to remain Anonymous

Wreath Sponsorship Form

*Sponsored wreaths are placed on the grave markers at state, national veterans cemeteries as well as local cemeteries each December. Wreaths 

may be purchased online at www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org

If you wish to make your sponsorship with a credit card please visit our website for a secure online transaction.

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/


In 2007, the Worcester family, along with veterans, and others who had helped with their annual Christmas wreath 
ceremony in Arlington, formed Wreaths Across America™, to continue and expand this effort, and support other groups 
around the country who wanted to do the same.  This nonprofit organization continues the Arlington tradition as part of its 
mission to Remember, Honor and teach.

In 2015, Wreaths Across America and our national network of volunteers laid over 900,000 memorial wreaths at nearly 
1100 locations in the United States and beyond. We accomplished this with help from over 2500 fundraising groups, many 
corporate contributions, and donations of trucking, shipping, and thousands of helping hands.  Our annual pilgrimage from 
Harrington, Maine  to Arlington National Cemetery is known as the world’s largest veteran’s parade, stopping at schools, 
monuments, veteran’s homes and communities all along the way to remind people how important it is to remember, 
honor and teach.

Proceeds place a wreath at one of the participating cemeteries; help support our fundraising partners, educational and 
veteran’s services outreach.  Please note that all sponsorships are sent directly to the location and no wreaths are sent to 
the individuals purchasing sponsorships.

We welcome all to join us at any Wreaths Across America ceremony.  If you would like to participate or help bring 
sponsored wreaths to your local community, please contact us and we will help connect you with other groups already 
working in your area.

Schedule of Events

Sunday, December 11, 2016
Start of World’s Longest Veterans Parade from Maine to Arlington National Cemetery and participating locations

Monday, December 12, 2016
State House wreath-laying ceremonies in all 50 States and Puerto Rico

Saturday December 17, 2016
Mt. Peace Cemetery, 775 E. 10th St., St. Cloud, FL 34769

Ceremony Starts at Noon

Simultaneous wreath laying ceremonies at over 1100 locations all across the country and beyond.

For more information visit www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org, or call 877-385-9504.
You can also email info@wreathsacrossamerica.org

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
mailto:info@wreathsacrossamerica.org

