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Commander’s Newsletter

Chaplain’s Corner

Hi Everyone!

Greetings fellow Veterans:

I would like to say “thank you” to everyone who helped
make the Thanksgiving Dinner and Christmas Dinner for
The Transition House residents a very happy time for all
involved. We had lots of help with everything that
needed to be done. I hope everyone had a wonderful
time being a part of something so awesome for the
holidays!

As we close out the old year and set our sights on the
new, it is time perhaps to slow down and do an
inventory of where you are in life. Have you set
achievable goals for yourself, or are you just floating
along without any seemingly real purpose?

Wreaths Across America was a very important day with
American flags and fresh evergreen wreaths placed on
every veteran’s headstone in Mount Peace Cemetery
for the first time. Again, “thank you” to everyone for
what you did. A special thanks to Cindy Hoover for all
the time and effort that went into making this event
such a huge success.
We even had a gift wrapping night to help out the Sons
of the American Legion for their Special Olympics
Christmas party. Thank you to everyone for taking the
time out of your holiday to make all of these things
happen for the Veterans and members of our
community.

The truth is that God has a plan for your life and part of
that plan is, that whatever you do will bring honor and
glory to Him. “And whatever you do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through Him” (Colossians 3:17). As well
as this, “therefore whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (I
Corinthians 10:31).
This year, try your best to do His will. Happy New Year
to all. God Bless you! SDG
For God and Country,
Dave Nigh
Chaplain, Post 80
407-922-2409

This is what the American Legion FAMILY is all about!
For God and Country,
Gary Nelson
Commander, Post 80

In Memory Of …
February 2016-2017
Joan Spears in memory of Jim Wallace
Memorials are $10 per year. There is room for yours here.

PLEASE NOTE: All Membership Dues for 2017 are due. If you do not have a new 2017 membership /
key card, you will not have entry to the Post AND cannot be served in the Canteen starting January 1st.
If you are eligible for membership, you are not allowed to be “signed in” by another member!
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American Legion Riders
Sons of the American Legion (SAL)
Greetings Riders!

Happy New Year!!!

December is one of our busiest months and once again, the
Riders of Chapter 80 excelled in their efforts! We
participated in the Annual Christmas Parade and hosted
another successful Riders RoadKill on the same day. We
attended the 6th District meeting at Post 35 in Mount Dora
and had a wonderful turnout for Wreaths Across America at
Mt. Peace. Thanks to Karen and Joyce for their service as
Joint Road Captains. In addition, the Riders assisted our
Sons family with the Annual Special Olympics Christmas
party, which is always a favorite. Last, but certainly not
least, many Riders helped with The Transition House
Homeless Veterans and Single Female Veterans with
Children Christmas Dinner, whether it was washing pots
and pans, serving the meal or helping to clean-up. The
Riders demonstrate what it means to belong to the Legion
Family!

We would like to thank everyone who participated in
December’s SAL events including “Show Me The Money”
(SMTM) and to all who volunteered or helped in any way
with the Special Olympic Christmas Party. It was a huge
success thanks to all of you and the kids had a great time!
Thanks to everyone who donated gifts, helped wrap gifts,
to those who cooked food for the party and those who
decorated the hall and served food during the party!

For the New Year, 2017, we have our regular meeting on
January 3rd at 7:00 pm in the Civic Hall and all members are
encouraged to attend.

On January 7th come on out and support the Auxiliary’s
RoadKill Bingo starting at 7:00 pm. Dinner will be available
from 5:00 pm, so plan an evening out with the Auxiliary.
Our Group Training Ride (GTR) will be held on Sunday,
January 15th and we’ll be heading to Titusville and a great
place for lunch – Cracker Jack’s. They have indoor and
outdoor seating, so any chilly weather will not be a
problem.
Our next big fundraiser is our Speakeasy Casino and Poker
Tournament on Saturday, January 28th starting at 5:00 pm
in the Civic Hall. Tickets purchased in advance will receive
additional chips for gaming and prizes! Casino is open 5 to
7 pm and will have fabulous prizes in the Chinese Raffle.
The Casino Night tickets are $25 per person. The Poker
Tournament, operated by Dirty Jack’s Poker, will begin at 7
pm. Once again, if you purchase your ticket in advance you
will receive extra chips! The Poker Tournament tickets are
$50 per person. Prizes include a $500 Amex Gift Card,
Portable Refrigerator, 10’x10’ heavy duty tent, $100 Gift
Cards for Bass Pro Shops and more! If you want to
participate in the entire evening – Casino Night and Poker
Tournament – the bundled price per ticket is only $65 per
person! Dress up in 1920’s style, or not, and join us for an
evening of Speakeasy fun. Food and beverages will be
available for purchase.
Happy New Year to all!
Chris (Ace) Falkowski, Director, Chapter 80

SAL Members also participated in the St. Cloud Christmas
Parade and the Wreaths Across America ceremony in
December.
th

January’s line-up is: the monthly meeting on January 9
st
and Show Me The Money on January 21 . We will have a
50/50 raffle at the SMTM. We appreciate everyone’s
participation. Stay tuned for information concerning
roses for Valentines Day!
2017 Dues are now past due. If you want to continue
your support for Squadron 80, please pay your dues ASAP.
We hope all SAL members will avail themselves of the
upcoming events as well as the opportunities to
volunteer! We invite all SAL members to come out and
support Squadron 80!

In Support of our Veterans,
Mike Wilson
Commander
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Unit 80 Auxiliary

Thank you for all that you do.

Hi Ladies!

In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission of the
American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American
Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by
enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their
families, both at home and abroad. For God and Country,
we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor
youth, and promote patriotism, good citizenship, peace
and security.

This month we will be going to the Heavenly Hooves
complex on January 14th at 10:00am to give them our
first quarterly donation. If you wish to attend the
event, it is located at 4651 Rummell Rd., St. Cloud, FL.
I would like to take the time here and thank all of our
members who have worked really hard the past few
months. We have had a lot going on between our
functions and the Post functions, SAL and Riders.
Everyone has really stepped-up. I am very proud to be
a part of this American Legion family and hope you are,
too!
If you did not pay your dues by December 31st, you will
not be able to enjoy the canteen or any other function
and cannot be signed in, because you are an eligible
member. Please make sure you get your dues paid
right away.
Your President,
Betty Nelson

Auxiliary Membership Report
Thank you to all who have already renewed your 2017
membership! We are now at 65%, renewing 187
members as of 12/16, per the District Membership
report. We are higher than that, but with the holidays,
Department hasn’t updated the report sent to them by
National.
Your 2016 Membership is no longer valid. You must
show your 2017 card to be served in the Canteen.
Also, National has started mailing out their renewals, so
if you have already paid your 2017 dues, PLEASE
DISREGARD THIS NOTICE FROM NATIONAL.
Do you have any daughters/granddaughters/great granddaughters under the age of 18? We have a
Juniors Program and we pay their dues until they are 18
years of age. So, sign them up today for free!
If you are not receiving my e-mails, please e-mail me at
cmbass43@hotmail.com so that I can add you to my
email list.

Charlotte Bass
Unit 80 Membership Chairman

Auxiliary Chaplain’s Report
Happy New Year to all!
I do hope Santa was good to all. Hard to believe it is a
new year again. Where does the time go?
I hope this year brings you great wealth and happiness.
It would be great to have ALL of our service men and
women home for good. This year will be a year of firsts
with our new government. We pray that they do what is
good for us and we all pray for peace amongst us all.
We have been busy this month with all the Christmas
things we have done. I’m sure we are all ready for a rest,
but then we never truly stop. We have many projects to
do for the coming year.
I hope you will be a part of them. We always need
people to help.
I just got word that Cindy Eggleston’s mother-in-law
passed away and she and Ralph have gone to NY. We
pray for their safe return and peace during this time of
loss. Please continue to pray for Beverly Thomas as she
is still in the nursing home and would love to have some
visitors. We have several people on our prayer list, some
unspoken requests and some that we have been praying
for.

As we come into a new year, may you find peace,
kindness, and good health! God bless our troops and
God bless our country! Call me if you need me at 407892-8406.
Becky Adams, Chaplain
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Poppy Program Update

Troop Box Program Update

We had our Poppy Distribution at Wreaths Across America
on December 17th. Thank you to all who either helped by
distributing Poppies or by giving a donation.

We now have 6 deployed Veterans we are sending care
packages to. Our supplies are depleted, we are in
desperate need of toiletries, snacks, canned soup, and
other canned food items (with pull tops). Books, small
games, playing cards and other items to remind them of
home. Remember, if you bring in an item during our Bar
Bingo, you get an extra play card free.

Poppy Funds are used to help Veterans and their families
and active duty military and their families where financial
and medical need is evident.
Our next Poppy Distribution will be during Memorial Day.
We would like to put out tables at different locations that
weekend and also distribute them at Mt. Peace Cemetery
during our Memorial Day Service. If you would like to help
with this, please contact Paula Fox, Unit 80 Poppy Chairman
or Becky Adams (she knows places where they can be
distributed and helps with this each year).
Charlotte Bass
Department of FL Poppy Chairman

We have received thank you notes from all the deployed
soldiers who have received our packages. We asked them
if there were some special things that they would really
like. Some of the items they requested included hot sauce
(to doctor up their MRE’s), Slim Jims, Pop Tarts, snack packs
of tuna and chicken (the ones which come with crackers),
nuts and magazines. Some of these items are available at
the Dollar Tree.

Since Valentine’s Day is around the corner, it would be nice
to include some Valentine Goodies!

Upcoming Department President Visit

April 15th - 6th District Picnic - 11:00am-??? Post 183,
Fern Park, 2706 Wells Ave, Fern Park, FL 32730.

Dept of FL President Kelli Becraft will visit the 6th District
from March 17th-19th. The tentative Itinerary for her visit to
the 6th District is:
Friday, March 17th
8:15-10:00am - Visit to Camp Boggy Creek - See the list
below for items the camp needs.
11:30am - 2:00pm- Tour of The Transition House, St. Cloud
2:30pm to 4:30pm- Tentative visit to Unit 242 East Orlando
5:00pm to??? - St. Patrick’s Day Dinner and entertainment
at Post 80 St. Cloud.
Saturday, March 18th
9:00-12:00pm - 6th District Meeting - Post 347 Lady Lake.
2:00pm-5:00pm - Meet and Greet and boat rides @ Unit
183 Fern Park.
6:00pm-??? Dinner at Post 286 Pinecastle.
Sunday, March 19th
Breakfast with Unit 347 Lady Lakes, then President Kelli
returns home.

May 6th - Constitutional Conference @ Post 80 St. Cloud,
1019 Pennsylvania Ave, St. Cloud, FL. Registration
9:00am, Meeting at 9:30am.

As you can see, President Kelli will be in our St. Cloud area
and visiting our Unit, so we hope you will take time out of
your schedule to attend!

June 28th – July 2nd - Department Convention at the
Marriott Orlando World Center, 8701 World Center Dr.,
Orlando, FL 32821

If you are interested in attending any of the other events
and have questions, please contact Charlotte Bass at 407738-3356 or at cmbass43@hotmail.com.

Upcoming 6th District Events
February 4th - ABC (Auxiliary Basic Concepts) School at
Post 183 Fern Park, 2706 Wells Ave, Fern Park, FL 32730.
Registration at 9:00am, meeting at 9:30am.
March 17th-19th - Department President Visit to the 6th
District (see itinerary at right).
March 18th - District Meeting @ Lady Lakes Post 347, 699
W. Lady Lake Blvd, Lady Lake, FL. Registration at 9:00am,
meeting at 9:30am.
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Camp Boggy Creek Wish List

St. Cloud Christmas Parade

Listed below are some of the items from Camp Boggy
Creek’s Wish List. I have put in bold print some of the
items needed most. Cindy from Camp Boggy Creek said
that Sharpie Markers are the most needed at this time and
as always, glitter. If you would like to donate some of these
items, please bring them to the Post marked for Charlotte
Bass.

On Saturday, December 3rd, the Family of Post 80 came out
to represent the American Legion within our community.
We had a team presenting the American and military
service flags. Our Auxiliary members were passing out
candy to the children along the route. We had a group of
American Legion Riders riding their motorcycles. And we
had an awesome float with children from Michigan Ave.
Elementary riding on the float, singing Christmas carols,
along with several members of the St. Cloud High School
ROTC.

Sharpie Markers
Uno and playing cards
Glitter
Glue sticks
Highlighters
Ink pens
Scissors
Duct tape (all colors)
Sidewalk chalk
White school glue
Googly eyes (medium/large)
Large umbrellas
Hospitality size toiletries (e.g., shampoo/conditioner, soap,
toothpaste/toothbrush, shaving cream and hand lotion)
Bath towels (Colorful not white)
Wash cloths (Colorful not white)
Charlotte Bass
6th District Secretary

Christmas Dinner for the Veterans of The Transition House
On Monday, December 19th, the Post 80 Family came together to prepare and serve a Christmas Dinner for the Veterans of
The Transition House. The event was a huge success thanks to lots of volunteers and the wonderful food prepared by Judy
& Rita. Presents topped off the event. THANKS so much to all the volunteers who came out to help with this event – you
made a great difference in the lives of the veterans who came to visit Post 80!
During the dinner, one of our Auxiliary members noted that one of the female veterans was crying. When asked if she was
ok, the veteran shared that she couldn’t afford clothes for her baby this Christmas, let alone gifts. The Auxiliary member
was able to say, “wait right here” … for she knew that another Auxiliary member had recently cleaned out her children’s
closet and had brought in 6 trash bags FULL of children’s clothing. The veteran was shocked that we were able to fulfill her
basic need – she took all 6 bags of clothes back to the Women’s Transition House so that she could share with the other
families!
And that’s what the American Legion is all about – making a difference for our Veterans, their families and our community!
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Wreaths Across America
On December 17th, we participated in Wreaths Across America. For the first time, we topped the 700 wreath count! Our
guest speaker was Paul Martel, National Vice-Commander of the American Legion. The audience was very appreciative of
Paul’s message regarding the future of our country. Participating in our ceremony were the Brownies from Troop 841, the
AFJROTC Honor Guard from FL Preparatory Academy and many individuals from the local veteran’s organizations. We are
truly thankful for the support of the City of St. Cloud, the Boy Scouts from Troop 192, our truck drivers, Chris and Seth from
Arpin Van Lines, and all of the volunteers who helped set up in the morning. The motto of Wreaths Across America is to
Respect, Honor and Teach. It was extremely gratifying to see how many children were present at the ceremony… they will
be the ones who must carry on the traditions that we are passing on to them.
Cindy Hoover
Unit 80 VA&R Chairman

Mike & Lonna Wilson trailered the cartons of wreaths from the Arpin Van Lines semi and
brought them to stations set up around Mt. Peace Cemetery by City of St. Cloud workers.

Auxiliary President Betty Nelson &
Sergeant-at-Arms Janice Gulick help
set-up wreaths around the cemetery.

Auxiliary President Betty Nelson &
Secretary/Treasurer Laura Turco help
set-up wreaths around the cemetery.
Legion, Auxiliary, SAL and Riders members worked together with the Arpin Van Lines folks to
get the wreaths off-loaded and set up in the cemetery in the beautiful early morning hours.
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Wreaths Across America, Continued from Page 6

Michigan Ave. Elementary Students

Civil War Reenactors watch as a wreath is
placed on the gravesite of a Civil War Veteran

6th District Commander Daryl Bass carries
a ceremonial wreath.

Auxiliary Vice President Paula Fox places
a wreath on her grandfather’s gravesite.
He is one of many veterans buried here in
Mt. Peace Cemetery.
National Vice Commander Paul Martels
was our guest speaker.

Adorable girls distributing Poppies –
Junior Members Charlotte &
Channing, grand-daughters of Daryl
& Charlotte Bass

Members of the community place Wreaths on the graves of Veterans.
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•

Old San
Juan Nights

Eastern
Area Ball

When:
• February 4, 2017
• 5pm Cocktails
• 6-10pm Dinner/Entertainment
Where:
• Frank B. Huddleston
• American Legion Post 81
•
•

2909 S. Harbor City Blvd (US 1)
Melbourne, Fl. 32901
(321) 723-2939

Menu:
Puerto Rican Lechon (Roast pork), Roasted
Chicken, Puerto Rican Rice with Pigeon
peas (also without), Macaroni Salad and
other goodies…

Open to Legion
Family and Friends

•

Tickets
•
•

•

$18 Per Person
$30 Per Couple
Only 100 Tickets
Available

Send Check or MO to:
•
Felix Ayala Jr.
•
222 SW Carter Ave
•
Port St. Lucie, Fl.
34983
•
NLT: January 27,
2016

Suggested Attire:
Guajabera Shirts and Slacks,
and Fedora Hats for Men.
Sun Dress or Similar for
Ladies

SLEEPING ACCOMMODATIONS
Comfort Suites
Palm Bay-Melbourne
1175 Malabar Rd NE
Palm Bay FL, 32907
$119.00 Per Night. Mention AL Post 117
when calling (321) 369-1234 for
reservations.
20 Rooms Blocked Off at this Rate,
then it is $189.00

BENEFITTING
The Dept. Commander's
Charity of Choice: COTA

