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Commander’s Newsletter

Chaplain’s Corner

Hi Everyone!

Greetings fellow Veterans:

Everyone enjoyed the bluegrass band that we had at the
Post in January. It was a good night and I, for one, would
like to have them back. Let me know if you feel the same
and we will see when we can get them on the calendar
again.

The world we live in is saturated with hate, poverty,
crime, terror threats, persecutions, mass murder and so
on. The Word of God tell us to “Love one another as I
have loved you” (John 15:12). Jesus gave us the
command to love one another. Obviously, we are not
doing a stellar performance in carrying out this task.

The National Vice Commander, Department Commander
and Eastern Area Commander came to visit our Post on
Saturday, January 16th, for dinner and back again on
Sunday, January 17th, for breakfast before heading over to
Melbourne for his 12th District visit. Thanks to all the
Family members who came out to visit with the
Commanders and to Judy & Rita for making an awesome
dinner. See photos on page 4.
We have been having a good year and with more to
come. Thanks to all our members and the very special
Legion Family we have. We would be doing nothing
without all of you.
Our monthly General Membership meeting will be held
on February 11th at 7:00 PM, and we’d like to see more
members in attendance. Your input at these meetings
helps us to know what activities and events you’d like to
see at our Post.
For God and Country,
Gary Nelson
Commander, Post 80

This month we celebrate Valentine’s Day, on which the
focus of the day is love. But our focus every day should
be love, because God is love and the Lord should be the
center of our life. We are sinful people, but the scripture
states, “And above all things have fervent love for one
another, for love will cover a multitude of sins” (1 Peter
4:12), and again “hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all
sin” (Proverbs 10:12).
It is our belief in the forgiveness of the Lord Jesus and his
sacrificial death on the cross as payment for our sins
which will enable us to love one another. The Lord
demonstrated His love by going to the cross for us. Love
requires action, not just words. “My little children let us
not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth” (1
John 3:18).
My friends, let each of us commit to love one another and
follow the word of the Lord. God Bless you. SDG
For God and Country,
Dave Nigh
Chaplain, Post 80
407-922-2409

Service Officer Report
Legion Members,
I have not had any veterans and/or their families in need
of my help at this time. As always, I am here if you need
me. If you have any questions, need paperwork checked
over, filled out or help in any way, you can call the Post at
407-892-8808.
Gary Nelson

6th District Commander’s Corner
Dear Legion Family,
Charlotte and I would like to personally thank each and
every one of our great Post 80 Legion family for such an
awesome welcome shown to our National Vice
Commander Jimmy Lane and his wife, Brenda, on
Saturday, January 16th. We were very proud to have
shown Vice Commander Lane our great Post and of the
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6th District Commander’s Corner, Con’t.

Sons of the American Legion (SAL)

very dedicated Veterans, Auxiliary and Sons who offered
him a friendly welcome. He was sincerely impressed from
his initial reception, through the great dinner prepared by
our own Judy & Rita. Thanks to all again, and a hardy
"Good Job" from Post 80’s own 6th District Commander
and 6th District Auxiliary President.

Greetings, Everyone!

Daryl Bass
Charlotte Bass
6th District Commander
6th District Auxiliary President
American Legion Department of Florida

American Legion Riders
Hello and greetings to all!
As we speed into 2016, it never ceases to amaze me how
many things our Post is involved in. February will be no
different. Our first big event will be the annual Osceola
County Law Ride the morning of the 6th. The event will be
at Orlando Harley South and is open to the public, if you
would like to join us.
If a bike event is not your thing, then start out your month
with us for Riders RoadKill (Valentines edition) on Saturday
the 6th. Cards fly at 7pm. As always, there will be lots of
free giveaways and great meat to win.
We will end the month with our second big event in St.
Cloud with the 6th Annual Relay for Life Music & Bike Fest.
This is an all day event in the downtown area and open to
the public. Come join us in supporting a great cause.

I hope everyone is off to a great start this new year!
In February, leading up to Valentine’s Day, SAL is selling
beautiful red roses. They will be available for pick-up on
th
February 13 at the Post’s Valentine’s dinner. Please see
one of the bartenders to purchase roses for that special
someone. Buy your roses early – there are a limited
number for sale. They are very reasonably priced at a
dozen for $24; 6 roses for $18; 3 roses for $10; or 1 rose
for $5.
SAL will be conducting “Show Me the Money” Bingo on
th
th
th
February 20 , March 19 , April 16 and the additional
third Saturdays throughout the year. We will have
th
“Sloppy Joes” available at the February 20 event, so
come hungry!
Congratulations to “Rico” who won the $150 Walmart gift
card raffle drawing last Saturday night!
In March, we will be raffling off a nice beach cruiser
bicycle, so watch for further information about getting
tickets to win.

In Support of our Veterans,
Mike Wilson
Commander

For you Riders, as always, participate when and where you
can, every little bit helps!
Upcoming Events:
• Feb. 2nd - Riders meeting (Post 80, 1900hrs)
• Feb. 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd - Bike Night at Post 10 in
Kissimmee (1900hrs)
• Feb. 6th - Osceola County Law Ride (Orlando Harley South,
Registration 0830hrs)
• Feb. 6th - Riders Roadkill (Post 80, 1900hrs)
• Feb. 13th - 6th District ALR meeting (Post 219 Fruitland
Park, 1100hrs)
• Feb. 28th - Relay For Life Music & Bike Fest (St. Cloud,
1000hrs)
In Support of the American Legion Family,
Still Serving,
Richard Arreola
Director, ALR 80

In Memory Of …
December 2015-2016
Dave & Barbara Nigh in memory of Greg, Alban & Lawrence
Nigh
February 2016-2017
Joan Spears in memory of Jim Wallace
Memorials are $10 per year. There is room for yours here.

Hi Ladies!

Comes the Support of Many

Unit 80 Auxiliary

Website: AmericanLegionPost80fl.org
From the Service of One
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On February 4th, we will be having an E-Board meeting at
6:30pm before our General Meeting at 7:00pm. We
need all Officers to participate in the E-Board meeting
and hope to see all Auxiliary Members at the General
Meeting! Things work much better when we have
everyone participating!
Valentine’s Day will be celebrated on Saturday, February
13th. We need desserts to auction off. There will be a
band, Bent Straight, Daryl’s band. Come bring your
sweetheart and join us and have lots of fun.
Remember ladies, we will be joining the Relay for Life on
February 28th in St. Cloud from 10 till 6, holding an offsite membership drive and doing a little bingo gift giveaway and selling meatball subs. Come down and join us!
If you are not volunteering to help, you can just come
out and support us and the cause.
I would like to say to all of my ladies and SAL and the
Post and Rider volunteers who have helped (and will
help) with all of our programs, thank you so much - it is
greatly appreciated!
Your President,
Betty Nelson

American Legion Post 80

Please remember that you must have a current 2016 card
in order to be served in the canteen. Our bartenders will
be asking to see your current card, per ABT Laws, so please
carry your card and bring your card with you when coming
to the Post. You cannot be signed in by another member.
We would hope you would be proud to be a card carrying
member and to show your card whenever asked.
Also, don't forget we will be having an offsite Membership
Drive on Sunday, February 28th, 10:00am to 6:00pm, in
Downtown St. Cloud during the 6th Annual Music & Bike
Fest. We will also be selling meatball subs and doing
special Bingo Games for donations and giving out prizes. All
proceeds will be going to benefit Relay For Life and the
American Cancer Society. We will be looking for volunteers
to help with this event and also to help in the Canteen for
the regular Bar Bingo. For further information, please
contact either President Betty Nelson or myself. Thank you
for all that you do.
In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission of the
American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American
Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by
enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their
families, both at home and abroad. For God and Country,
we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor
youth, and promote patriotism, good citizenship, peace and
security.
Charlotte Bass
Unit 80 Membership Chairman
6th District President

Girls State Report
On January 22nd and 23rd, we conducted our interviews of
six Girls State candidates. We will select three delegates
and three alternates from this group of high potential
Juniors in high school from our area.

Auxiliary Membership Report
First of all, I would like to thank all who have already
renewed your membership for 2016. As of the January
22nd Department Membership Report, we are at 71%!
The National Membership goal is to be at 75% by
02/14/16, 80% by 03/15/16, 85% by 04/22/16, 90% by
05/21/16, 95% by 06/14/16, and 100% by 07/04/16. We
are 89 members short of being at 100%. Recruiting new
members can also help us reach this goal.
National sent out renewal notices on January 15th, so if
you have already renewed, please disregard that notice.

The annual District Bowling Tournament which had been
cancelled in January is back on for April 10th. In case you’re
not aware, this Bowling Tournament raises the funds for
transportation for our Boys and Girls State Delegates to get
to Tallahassee each summer. Without this Tournament,
the Post and Auxiliary would have to raise a lot more
money for transportation for this Program.
If you would like to bowl, see Daryl Bass. If you can’t bowl
but would like to help out financially, please contact the
Treasurer of the Auxiliary, Laura Turco.

Paula Fox, Girls State Chairman
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Visit of National Vice Commander, Department Commander & Eastern Area Commander
On Saturday, January 16th, the Legion Family welcomed the National Vice Commander, Jim Lane and his wife, Brenda, to
Post 80. We were also honored to have Department Commander, Jim Ramos, and Eastern Area Commander, T.C. Biddle,
National Executive Committeeman Alternate, Art Schwabe, and Auxiliary National Executive Committeeman, Erna Schwabe
with us. Family members greeted the dignitaries as they arrived on Pennsylvania Ave. with flags waving – the start to a
very nice evening. Judy and Rita made a delicious dinner and the Post was decorated beautifully.

Mark Your Calendars:
March 5th: 6th District Meeting at Post 35 Mt. Dora.
These meetings are open to all members and you are
encouraged to attend. It is a great opportunity to
find out what other Posts / Units are doing and to
network with other Legion members!
March 14th-18th: Department of Florida Auxiliary
President, Pearl McIntyre will be visiting the 6th
District.
District President Charlotte Bass is
compiling her itinerary which will include a visit to
Unit 80 with dinner. More information will be given
in the March newsletter and calendar.
April 10th: 6th District Bowling Tournament. If
you’d like to represent Post 80, please contact Daryl
Bass.

March 9th: Life Line Screening will be at Post 80.
5 Important Health Screening Tests available for
$149; Get an Annual Wellness Visit (No CoPay
under Medicare Part B). For $10 discount, call
888-653-6450
or
visit
www.LifeLineScreening.com/community-partners
to register.

Our Civic Hall is Available for Rent for Parties,
Meetings or Events of Any Kind!
Contact Lady George at the Post
at (407) 892-8808

