AMERICAN LEGION POST 80
1019 Pennsylvania Ave. • Saint Cloud, Florida 34769

Commander’s Newsletter

407-892-8808

December 2018
Issue 12 - Vol. 12

americanlegionpost80fl.org

Chaplain’s Corner

Legionnaires,
I would like to give a big Thank You
to everyone for an outstanding VIVA
LAS VEGAS dinner, show and to our
Auxiliary women and Becky Bastin for
all the things that started from an idea
Commander
and went wild getting things together with
Gary Nelson
help from everyone to make this happen.
Greg Bastin, your talent knows no limit “Thank you, thank
you very much” from our family.
Hope everyone had a good Thanksgiving with family and
friends, enjoying this time of year. There is always someone
out there that a “Hello” and “How you doing?” would bring
a smile to their face and warmth to their heart.
The month of December has some wonderful things
happening. First, Christmas Day Parade starts out the
beginning of the month, followed by more events.
Remember that we are serving Christmas Dinner to the
Transition House on Dec. 19th at the Post. Dinner will be
held at 6pm. Volunteers are needed for prep, serve and
cleanup. Signup sheet is on the post above the sign-in book.
Let’s show them a big Legion Family Welcome and Merry
Christmas cheer.
Thank You everyone for doing what you do. Remember,
Dec. 15, is “Wreaths across America”. More details soon.

Greetings Fellow Veterans,
“It’s the most wonderful time of the
year.” We have all heard that song, and you
may or may not agree with it. What makes
this time wonderful? I submit to you
what makes it wonderful is the event we
Chaplain
celebrate and call Christmas. The wonder
Dave Nigh
of Christmas is God becoming a man.
God, giving the gift of Himself to mankind in order to
pay the penalty for man’s sin. “ For God so loved the world
(you & I) that He gave His only begotten Son, and whoever
believes in Him will not perish, but will have everlasting life”
(John 3:16).
What a wonderful Gift, what a wonderful Savior, what a
wonderful God, it truly is the most wonderful time of the
year. The gift God gives, is Jesus, Jesus is the Reason for the
Season.
Have you accepted His free gift ? A Blessed Christmas to
all. SDG
Dave Nigh
Chaplain Post 80
407-979-4388

For God & Country
Commander Gary Nelson

The American Legion is proud to offer our

“Civic Hall”

Our Civic Hall is open to the public and is available to rent for that special occassion!

• Weddings • Receptions • Birthday Parties
• Recitals • Business Luncheons and more

The hall fully equiped with tables, chairs, and a projector screen!

To book or view the hall,
call 407-892-8808 to make an appointment
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Unit 80 Auxiliary

Unit President
Paula Fox

From your Unit President,
November was a busy month for the
Auxiliary. It started off with 4 of our members attending Fall Conference, Paula Fox,
Becky Bastin, Janice Gulick, and Charlotte
Bass which was held at the Renaissance Sea
World Hotel. During that time, we also had
our Auxiliary Roadkill and Dinner, with a
great turn-out and fun had by all. Thank you

to all that helped.
The next event was the Veteran’s Day Parade, Membership
Drive and Junior’s Lemonade stand for the American Legion
Auxiliary Emergency Fund. Our volunteers divided and conquered that one.
While members Charlotte Bass, Laura Turco, Paula Fox, and
Junior Julianne Asplen were in the parade, other members, Cindy Hoover, Lana Hagy, Kara Adams, Kelly Deatherage, Heather
Lemoi, Linda Smith, Becky Bastin, Juniors Mackenzie Deatherage, Channing and Charlotte Cunningham participated in the
Membership Drive and Lemonade stand. I hope I haven’t left
anybody out. We were great to be able to participate in both
activities due to the commitment of our volunteers.
Our Viva Las Vegas was an outstanding event raising
$1088.00 for the American Legion Auxiliary Emergency Fund
(AEF). It took a lot of hard work from our volunteers to make
this event possible, thanks to Becky Bastin, our AEF Committee Chairman for spearheading and creating this night, we were
even honored to have our Department President Michelle DeGennaro, Department 3rd Vice President Jane Hardacre, Department Chaplain Lois Stachelrodt, District President Mary
LaNoce, Past District President Carol Pirone-Udell attend. Plus
special guest appearances from Elvis and his showgirls Cinnamon, Bubbles and Star.
I would be amiss by not thanking the entire American Legion Family that volunteered and attended our fundraiser. A
special thank you to Bob Deatherage our Maître -D, for seating
our guests, also Judy Martin, Karen Sidun, David Cunningham
and Sebastian Lemoi for keeping things running well in the
kitchen. The food was superb.
Once again all of this would not be able to be accomplished without our volunteers from the entire American Legion Post 80 Family.
Paula Fox
Unit 80 President
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Sons of the American Legion
Greetings, Everyone!
November was filled with lots of activity for the Sons Of The American Legion
Squadron 80. First, some of us were able to
attend the American Legion Department
Florida 2018 Fall Conference at the RenaisSAL Commander sance SeaWorld Orlando Nov. 1-4.
Dennis Kirsch
Also in November was the Auxiliary’s
AEF Viva Las Vegas Dinner & Elvis Night, held on the Nov.
16th. I’m so proud of these ladies for the great event. My parents even came in from the Florida Gulf Coast and had a wonderful time.
We had four Sons’ members that helped throughout the
process including Gary Nelson, Daryl Bass, Bob Deatherage
and Greg Bastin. But the women we’re AMAZING! Great job
folks!
“Show Me The Money” followed up on the next night.
Great turn out and thanks to all the Sons and family who
helped out with dinner and games.
Thank you Judy Martin (the Master Chef) for the preparation of the SMTM Night dinner. We owe you many!
We have a lot coming up and more ideas in the can. Beginning with Sat. Dec. 1, the St. Cloud Christmas Parade will
kick-off the holiday season.
We will be grilling hamburgers and hot dogs for purchase
in front of the Post. If there is any helping hands on that morning, please come out. The parade starts at 10am.
On Sun. Dec. 9, at 12pm, we’ll host with our American Legion Family, the Special Olympics Christmas Gift & Luncheon
with Santa. Also, we will wrap the gifts for the event on Wed.
Dec. 5. Volunteers and help welcome.
The end of the year “Show Me The Money” night will be
held on Sat. Dec. 15, dinner will be at 5pm and game at 7pm.
COMING JANUARY 12, 2019 - Wolfman Jack, American
Graffiti Night! You don’t want to miss this event.
50s style “Sock Hop Dance”, with a drive-in movie, featuring “American Graffiti” and more, also food from AL’s Diner,
serving your favorite 50s menu.
See ya real soon!
Dennis Kirsch
Commander
Sons of the American Legion, Squadron 80
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American Legion Riders
Greetings Riders,
Here we are at another Christmas time
my brothers and sisters. I can tell Christmas
time is here by all of the store decorations put
up the first of November. Ha! Lots going on
involving the Riders coming up.
Rider Director
December 1, on Saturday is the City of St.
Daryl Bass
Cloud Christmas parade. Meet at the Post at
8am and we all will ride together to our staging area. Then that night is Riders Road Kill with the always incomparable Master of Ceremonies Rick Arreola and the Arreola
foundation. A good time will be had by all I guarantee.
Tuesday December 4, is our regularly scheduled Chapter 80
Riders meeting at 7pm.
Then on December 15, “Wreaths Across America” where the
riders always do a good showing. This years guest speaker will
be the American Legion Department of Florida’s 1st Vice Commander Rick Johnson. It’s going to be a busy Month for not only
the Riders but also for the Post, Auxiliary, and the Sons. We will
all be having fun serving our Veterans our Community and our
Post.
In a closing note I would like to thank all of our Riders that
participated in the Veterans Parade. We had a good showing. We
looked sharp. Chapter 10 joined us in the Parade but we looked
better. Ha!
Remember, “We ride for the cause not the applause.”
For God & Country,
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American Graffiti Sock Hop Night
to held Saturday Jaunaury 12 at Post

Daryl Bass
Riders Director, ALR Chapter 80

MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR
From the Legion Riders

Chaplain’s Note
.....And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.
Thats what Christmas is all about....
Linus’ Christmas Message,
December 9, 1965

Membership REPORT
December 31st is fast approaching, 2018
Membership Cards will no longer be accepted on
January 1st. You must have your 2019 Membership
card in order to be served, and you will not be
allowed to be signed in either.
As of 11/21, we have new/renewed 171 members.
We are currently at 61.73%. Our goal set by
Department and National is 277 members to
reach 100%. We are short 106 members to reach
that goal. So please continue to recruit new members and
encourage others to renew or rejoin.
Also remember when signing someone into the Post for one of
our activities, if they are eligible to be members, Post, Sons, or
Auxiliary, they can only be signed in three times.
Charlotte Bass
Unit 80 Membership Chairman
6th District Membership Chairman

VIVA LAS VEGAS

POST 80
St. Cloud, Fl.

